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Introduction and Suggestions for Use

First, I want to declare plainly that I absolutely believe in the absolute
verbal and plenary inspiration of all Scriptures (2 Timothy 3:16) contained
in the 66 books of the Bible, most certainly including the four Gospel
records. I believe the writers of those 4 books, Matthew, Mark, Luke and
John, wrote exactly as they were directed by the Holy Spirit. As such, this
Harmony is not intended, nor should it be used, to compare the parallel
accounts for the purpose of finding supposed error or contradictions in
the Gospel accounts. In reality, any such "errors" only exist in our fallible
understanding, and not in the infallible Scripture itself! This Harmony is
simply designed to allow the Bible student to view the events in Christ's
earthly ministry and His glorious teaching in a parallel format, thus getting
a clearer understanding of those events and especially of His wonderful
words. The arrangement of these Scriptures in chronological order can
also be very beneficial also, but we should be honest that with some of
the events in Christ's ministry, it is impossible to be certain about the
chronology. God did not inspire the writers to write their records in a
chronological order, and therefore we would be foolish to be too dogmatic
about our attempted arrangement.

In this Harmony, every word from every verse of Matthew, Mark, Luke
and John are included. A few verses from the books of Acts and 1
Corinthians are also included. Immediately following this introduction is a
"Verse-Finder" section. In it, the student can easily see the location of
every Scripture verse used in this Harmony. As to the different colors
employed in the Harmony - All words spoken directly by Christ are printed
in red. Sky blue is used to call attention to special notes or explanations.
Many introductory notes (also sky blue) are found exactly as they appear
in Dr. Pope's translation.

May God richly bless you in your effort to become better acquainted
with the earthly life, ministry, atoning death, victorious resurrection, and
glorious ascension of His Dear Son - truly the Greatest Life ever lived!!!
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